Queensland Government

Cabinet – October 2022
Taking action now – amendments to the planning framework to facilitate housing choice, diversity and affordability
Deputy Premier, Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning and Minister Assisting the Premier on Olympics Infrastructure

1. [bookmark: _Hlk115019752]In June 2021, the Queensland Government released the Queensland Housing and Homelessness Action Plan 2021–2025 (HHAP). It provides a whole-of-government framework for significant investment and actions to deliver social and affordable housing in Queensland and a commitment to address housing supply and affordability. 
2. [bookmark: _Hlk115268822]Action 3.4 of the HHAP commits to ‘Review the planning framework’s approach to regulating residential development’. A proposed program of work has been prepared to facilitate the response to Action 3.4 and to deliver housing diversity and affordability outcomes more broadly under Action 3.  The program of work includes both short-term and longer-term reforms such as investigating the introduction of inclusionary planning requirements into the planning framework under Action 3.2, which will be the subject of a consultation regulatory impact statement (RIS).
3. The short-term reforms include amendments to the Planning Regulation 2017 which commenced on 26 September 2022. These amendments changed the definitions of household, dwelling house, dual occupancy, multiple dwelling and secondary dwelling to clarify that any person can live in the secondary dwelling and to provide for statewide consistency in the way a secondary dwelling may be occupied.  
4. The amendments to the Planning Regulation seek to streamline approvals for lower density housing forms and provide clarity around development expectations in lower density zones. They will also provide for the State or a local government to deliver temporary housing in response to an event (such as a flood emergency) without requiring a planning approval and enable the infrastructure designation pathway to be used for the development of social or affordable housing by a community housing provider or under a State funded program.
5. Work is also being undertaken to prepare a Housing Supply and Diversity Strategy on behalf of Redland City Council to provide the evidence base to identify amendments to the council’s planning scheme. 
6. Cabinet noted the proposed program of work to facilitate housing choice, diversity and affordability.
7. Attachments:
· Nil.
